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I. Why Engagement Matters 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student engagement is a 

measure of the extent to 

which students: 

participate in academic and 

non-academic activities; 

identify with and value 

schooling outcomes; and 

make a serious personal 

investment in their learning.  

 

 



Tell Them From Me 

www.TheLearningBar.com 

Measures of Student Engagement 

in Tell Them From Me 

Social Engagement Institutional Engagement Intellectual Engagement 

Sense of Belonging 
at School 

Values Schooling Outcomes Interest and Motivation 

Participation in Sports and Clubs Attendance Effort 

Positive Friendships at School Positive Homework Behaviour Quality Instruction 
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Engagement is related to academic 

achievement, but we consider it to be an 

important outcome in its own right.  

 

It embodies a disposition 

towards learning, working 

with others, and functioning 

in a social institution.  



II. Who is Disengaged? 



Prevalence of 

Students with 

Low 

Engagement 
 

OECD-PISA 
                

            Willms (2003) 
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III. 

Inequalities 

in  

Student 

Engagement 
 

 



Interpreting Odds Ratios 

     An odds ratio indicates the strength of a relationship. It is 

interpreted as the change in the odds of an event occurring 

associated with a one-unit change in the factor, given that all other 

factors in the statistical model are held constant.  

     When the factor identifies a sub-population, such as FNMI 

students, the odds-ratio refers to the odds of the event occurring for 

a member of sub-population compared with the odds for those who 

are not a member of that sub-population.    

     For example, in the next slide, the odds of FNMI students having 

a positive Sense of Belonging are 0.65 or 65% that of their non-

FNMI peers. 

     In a later slide, which assesses the relationships between 

classroom and school climate factors with student engagement, the 

odds-ratios indicate the change in odds associated with a one-unit 

change for each of the 10-point school climate scales.        





  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. School and Classroom Effects 
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V. What can we do? 



What Schools Can Do 

Build assets with school-wide reforms.  

– Focus on engagement 

– Develop caring schools 

• Smaller learning communities, advisory groups 

• Cross-grade teams  

Develop an early warning system.  

– Early years evaluation: RTI 

– Provincial test results 

– Attendance and behaviour markers 

 



What Schools Can Do 

Establish effective targeted interventions 

for high-risk youth 

–  more intensive monitoring 

–  mentorship 

–  direct strategies for school involvement 

–  effective family-school partnerships 
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What School Jurisdictions Can Do 

Set high but achievable goals and monitoring 

progress towards those goals.  

–  monitoring helps promote effective policies 

and practices 

–  is consistent with efforts to increase 

achievement 

Invest in staff development 

–  sustained investment focused on literacy 

skills, engagement, and behaviour 

– Staff training on effective dropout prevention 

prorgams 



What School Jurisdictions Can Do 

Examine the structural features of schools and 

determine whether they are aligned with 

improving school completion  

– reconsider the long-standing structural 

features of schools that affect student 

learning, engagement, and behaviour 

– involves changes in the organizational 

culture   



http://www.unb.ca/crisp 

http://www.ksiresearch.com 

http://www.thelearningbar.com 


